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Newsletter    October 2021 

Quote: The International Council of Women (ICW-CIF) 
statement to mark the International Day of Peace quotes 
the UN theme:  “Recovering better for a sustainable and 
equitable world” then adds to this with the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development which affirms that “there is 
no sustainable development without peace and no peace 
without sustainable development” ICW-CIF Statement, 
21 September, 2021 

From the President, Ronniet Milliken 

Use your voice and use it wisely. Instead of being a 
bystander, be an upstander. 

Inspirational words for a student participating in the  
program ‘The School that tried to end racism’  
screened on the ABC over the last 3 weeks. 

At the October Council Meeting, celebrating Victorian 
Seniors Festival and the International Day for Older 
Persons, we heard the voices of our associate, the 
Council of the Ageing Victoria, and also the Australian 
Nursing & Midwifery Federation about aged care 
advocacy, information about standards and linking to 
state and federal government services. This 
stimulated a lively discussion amongst over 50 
participants. It was wonderful to see so many 
participants sharing their deep knowledge and lived 
experience. We look forward to all of you 
contributing to our work in the coming year.   

We must fix this now for our elders and for 
ourselves moving forward. This is the moonshot! 

Just last week the Victorian government commenced 
a parliamentary inquiry regarding Support for older 
Victorian migrants and refugees. This includes an 
examination of the adequacy of Victorian support 
services and challenges faced by older Victorians, 
such as social isolation, civic participation, digital 
literacy, elder abuse, dementia and access to aged 
care and home care services; and exploring ways to 
improve the overall physical and mental health and 
wellbeing of older Victorians from culturally diverse 
backgrounds. 
We have received an invitation to make a 
submission from the Chair of the Committee, 
Natalie Suleyman. Submissions close 30 November 
2021. Do be in contact to share your views. 
Legal and Social Issues (parliament.vic.gov.au); and 
Inquiries (parliament.vic.gov.au) 

 

The Inquiry into Gender Responsive Budgeting has 
been reopened. The July 2021 hearings that were 
cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions have been 
rescheduled to 11 and 25 October 2021. 
Submissions are being accepted until 30 
November 2021: 
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/paec/inquiries/
inquiry/980  

Congratulations to Edith Chen  
Our congratulations to Edith Chen the driver behind 
the topic for this month’s mini Forum on Elder Care. 
Edith was recently thanked by the Rotary Club of 
Flemington Kensington for her service as a long 
standing member who exemplifies diversity, equity 
and inclusion in all she does for the community. Edith 
works with elderly Chinese migrants, volunteers with 
the multi-age choir, commits to working in the Op 
Shop and teaches English to migrants. She has been a 
long-time supporter of Kensington Neighbourhood 
House, with COTA and Seniors Victoria.  

Originally from Taiwan, Edith migrated to Australia in 
1972 and has called Melbourne home for the last 25 
years. An article about Edith and her work was 
published in the September issue of the Hyperlocal 
'North West Melbourne, Kensington & Parkville 
Gardens News'. Recently, Edith was interviewed for a 
podcast "Women, Arts and Activism" the Victorian 
Seniors Festival Reimagined. Women, Arts and 
Activism Episode 3 - Seniors online. 

Edith has been an active member of the ‘Flemington 
Golden Age’ group that launched a bilingual book 
funded by Moonee Valley City Council titled ‘A 
Golden Age in Flemington: 10 years of Active Ageing’. 
The book documents the activities of Chinese seniors 
engaging in their community, the challenges they 
have faced over a ten-year period, and the work that 
Edith and her group have achieved in connecting this 
community. 
New book celebrates a 
Chinese community's journey 
to active engagement in their 
broader community - COTA 
Victoria. 
 
 
 
 

October Council Meeting and Elder Care Forum  
We celebrated Seniors' week and International Day of 
Older Persons on October 1st, in addition to the forum. 
Speakers:  
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Rachel Halse ANMF. Topic: Governance & workforce. 
 

 
Rachel stated that Governance of the Aged Care Quality 
Standard is very broad, not tangible enough. For family 
members and others to determine the quality of care at a 
facility, they need to know what questions to ask, which is 
challenging. There needs to be transparency, especially in 
the private sector. In Victoria, 10% of beds are in the public 
sector, the largest number in Australia, with no deaths 
during COVID-19. In the private sector there were 600. 
There has been an increase in complexity of ailments over 
the past decades, along with reduction of qualified staff, 
with a focus on ‘personal carers’, who have no code of 
conduct or professional standards.  

There are 95,000 nurses, with 16,000 in private Aged Care, 
all registered working with a code of conduct and ongoing 
professional development to maintain their registration. 
Personal Carers are not registered. ANMF want APRA to 
address this issue. The public sector has set an agreed ratio 
of Nurses to personal carers, with nurse/s in attendance 
24/7. This has not been agreed to by private providers. 
ANMF have national campaign for registered nurses being 
in place in all Aged Care facilities 24/7: ‘Too Much to Ask’. 

Amanda Kunkler COTA Vic. Topic: Advocacy; 

 
Amanda’s COTA team wants older people to be informed, 
empowered and supported. They have hosted focus groups 
to gain direction for their advocacy and in the development 
of state-based aged care policy position, now awaiting 
approval. This and advocacy tools will be shared. 
Amanda stressed that the Victorian Charter of Human 
Rights and Responsibilities must also apply to older people. 

Karen Ivanka COTA Vic. Topic: Support and Services;  

 
Karen spoke of this national program, federally funded, with 
62 trials around Australia being conducted over two years 
(2019-2021). Sessions provide strategies, professional 
support, information on helping families navigate systems, 
both at home and in care.  

Also, how to register with ‘My Aged Care’ and monitor 
change over time. The team visits those at home offering 
support and advice, also linking families with other 
agencies. Feedback from trials has been highly positive. 

APRC (Asia Pacific Regional Council) Newsletter  
Hean Bee Wee AM, President of APRC shared the 
September edition of the APRC Newsletter which 
highlights Gender Equity and the G20 as follows:  
Indonesia has been given the opportunity to host G20 in 
2022. The G20 is an international forum for governments 
and central bank governors from 19 countries and the 
European Union (EU), with the aim of discussing policies 
related to the promotion of international financial 
stability. The members of the G20 are Argentina, 
Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Italy, European Union, Japan, Mexico, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, United 
Kingdom and United States of America. The theme for 
G20 2022 is: “Recover Together, Recover Stronger”.  
KOWANI has been given the opportunity to host the 
W20, which is the official G20 engagement group 
focused on gender equality. Its main objective is to 
ensure that gender considerations are mainstreamed 
into G20 discussions and translated into the G20 Leaders' 
Declaration as policies and commitments that promote 
gender equality and women's economic empowerment. 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 
SAFEGUARDING OCEANS AND OUR WELL BEING 
On June 12th, 2021, Elisabeth Newman AM and Wendy 
Rainbird, Environment Adviser participated in an online 
forum organised by the Australia, New Zealand and 
Pacific Environmental Working Group for the Royal 
Commonwealth Society. Prior to the forum, Wendy sent 
the following, based on her research into the state of the 
oceans, for comment: “What are the plans of action that 
are needed for positive action about the following?” 
1. Oceans absorb 90% of excess heat in the global 
climate system, resulting in marine heat waves affecting 
nurseries, coral reefs, kelp forests and exacerbates 
violent storms. 
2. Excess carbon dioxide that oceans absorb is 
increasing ocean acidification and all its consequences. 
3. Humans pollute oceans with large amounts of plastic. 
4. Humans overfishing, about 33% of species exploited. 
For Pacific Islanders if anything is wrong with the ocean 
it affects even basic beliefs. The Panel called for global 
collaboration and the need for policies and advocacy 
beyond the region while showing real action on the 
ground. They spoke particularly about the appalling 
amount of plastic pollution, estimated to be 37.7 million 
pieces that accumulate, due to currents and winds, on 
the very remote Pacific Island of Henderson Island in the 
Pitcairn group that is thousands of miles from any 
country. Plastics break down into micro-plastics, even 
nano-plastics that get into marine organisms, and then 
into the human food chain.  

Amanda Kunkler is the Community 
Engagement & Advocacy Officer at 
Council on the Ageing (COTA) 
Victoria, working with the policy 
team to ensure the voices of older 
people are heard in development 
of policy pertaining to them.  

Karen Ivanka is Team Leader of the 
Aged Care Navigator Project at 
COTA Victoria: ‘Aged Care: Be 
Informed. Be Prepared’. She has 
worked with the Education and 
Engagement Team for last 19 years.  

Rachel Halse is a nurse and 
Professional Officer with Australian 
Nursing and Midwifery Federation 
(Victorian Branch). Rachel’s clinical 
background is Emergency Nursing. 
She continues to practice clinically.  
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40-50% of marine plastics come from Asian countries, or 
from Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Australia and New Zealand. 
Plastic waste is a global problem that needs global 
cooperation. 
They spoke about deep-sea mining, the need for global 
cooperation, and retro-fitting the 1980s UN Convention on 
the Law of the Sea. There needs to be capacity for 
perpetrators to be held to account. Similarly, with fleets of 
huge fishing vessels that are over-fishing leaving fish stocks 
depleted, and often dredging deeply and damaging the 
whole ecosystem. 
The International Maritime Organisations need to address 
such serious problems with cooperation from the USA, 
Australia and New Zealand, to help cover such large areas 
for Sustainable Management codes that are monitored and 
that harsh enough penalties occur.  
They spoke about the value of eco systems and the success 
of the Pitcairn Marine Protected Area now showing 
recovery. By allowing some Marine Protected zones, fish 
and other marine species have places to recover and thrive.  
The Panel then followed up on the question about actions 
to take concerning the oceans absorbing so much carbon 
dioxide that it is acidifying. This is a serious problem 
affecting coral reefs, marine organisms, and therefore 
livelihoods and well-being. They called for a speeding up of 
the transition to clean energy to reduce emissions of 
greenhouse gases. 
Fijian Youth are to attend the next COP (Conference of 
Parties) 26 to be held in Glasgow in 2021. The Pacific voice 
is clear and strong. Youth are part of that voice.   

Report by Wendy Rainbird & Elisabeth Newman AM. 

 

 
See: https://www.worldosteoporosisday.org/ 

 

 

November Council Meeting   Thursday 
4th November 5:15pm – 7:15pm 
 Note late time. 
Shirley Reynolds, President Soroptimist 
International Melbourne Inc, and a Board Member 
of United Nations Association of Australia (Status 
of Women Committee), will speak about how the 
UNAA champions the critical work of the United 
Nations, and the advocacy and outreach programs 
of Soroptimist International. 
 

ALGWA:  VIC 2021 ANNUAL BURSARY AWARD  
Please join the finalists to celebrate and announce 
the winner of the ALGWA Vic 2021 Annual Bursary 
Award which provides not only an opportunity but 
encouragement for those who are looking to 
continue to progress within the sector and further 
educate themselves. 
Date: 4pm-5:30pm Wednesday 20th October, 2021 
on Zoom,  RSVP: Monday 18th October, 2021 
Cost: There is no cost to attend this online event:  

Click link to book 

 

Ross House Workshops / training / webinars / 
self-help  
WomenCAN's The Placement Circle helps women 
hoping to re-enter the workforce. Women from diverse 
backgrounds are often excluded from the workforce 
due to caring responsibilities, have extended time out 
of the workforce and are unable to find suitable work 
for their existing skills and life experiences. This 
program supports women to gain vocational 
qualifications and employment, along with links to 
financial literacy training and a supportive community 
of women. The Placement Circle is now looking for 
women who want to earn a qualification in Aged Care. 
To find out more information, please click here.  

Quick response arts grants are available to artists and 
small to medium arts organisations across all 
disciplines and to people from all backgrounds and 
abilities. Support will be considered for online content, 
the development of new or unpresented work or to 
successfully deliver a project to the public (either 
online or at a venue within the City of Melbourne 
municipality). Applications close on 13th October 2021. 
Visit City of Melbourne by clicking here 

 

mailto:info@ncwvic.org.au
https://www.worldosteoporosisday.org/
https://www.trybooking.com/BQUJW
https://www.womencanaustralia.org/registration-information
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/arts-and-culture/strategies-support/funding/Pages/quick-response-arts-grants.aspx


     

OTHER NEWS 

Aboriginal Change Makers resource now available: Parliament of Victoria - Education Zone 
The development of Aboriginal Change Makers has been based on the historical record, cultural protocols, community 
connections and family corpus. Whilst the authors have worked with particular texts and gathered stories and 
information from a number of primary and secondary sources, this resource is, in essence, the coming together of the 
various stories of the amazing and courageous Aboriginal leaders who have made important political and social change. 
These stories and events are told to educate young Victorians about the role of Aboriginal Change Makers, produced by 
the Victorian Parliament and Worawa Aboriginal College, in the fight for equality and a more just society for all of us. 
Treaty and truth-telling go hand in hand. To build a better and fairer future, we need to reckon with the past so we can 

heal the lingering wounds of invasion and racism and come together with a shared understanding. 

Since the First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria was formed, a clear message we’ve received from Community everywhere 

is that Truth-telling is an incredibly important first step for the journey towards Treaty. 

That’s why we set to work and successfully negotiated the establishment of the Yoo-rrook Justice Commission – an 

authority that will have statutory powers to investigate the injustices experienced by First Peoples since colonisation. 

The Tyerri Yoo-rrook (Seeds of Truth) report outlines the various requirements, requests and hopes that mob have 

explained they have for the truth-telling process.
 

 

Royal Historical Society Victoria   https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/rhsv-events/ 

OCTOBER is HISTORY MONTH, BE INSPIRED TO HOLD VIRTUAL EVENTS / PROJECTS 

 

History News  is full of fascinating articles and links  which you can download as a pdf document:   
https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/History-News-Oct-2021-Digital.pdf  

  Change the World conference, October 26, Online  & FREE 
Change the World was created to make social media education accessible to cause organisations so they can survive 
and thrive in today’s digital world. Learn the social media and digital marketing strategies that work for not-for-profits, 
social enterprises and cause-organisations from people who have been there and succeeded. 
Register: Change the World Australia & New Zealand by Hancock Creative (heysummit.com)  
 

 

Growing Gender Equity Through Governance 
Growing Gender Equity Through Governance aims to help women across Australia take on a leadership role within 
their communities with specific emphasis on engaging women from regional and rural areas and women from 
backgrounds traditionally under-represented in governance and leadership. Participating women will receive ongoing 
professional and peer support, and will be encouraged and equipped to reach for leadership positions, including a role 
as a Chair.  Join us to learn all about whether becoming a community director is right for you, how to get on a board, 
and how to excel in your role. 

Time: Thursday, October 21, 2021, 10:00am–12:00pm AEST Cost: FREE! Register now! 

 

Thu 14 Oct, 11am - 12noon or 7pm - 8pm, By Zoom, FREE  
In partnership with the Genealogical Society of Victoria the RHSV's 
Collection Manager, Jillian Hiscock is presenting a seminar on one of the 
jewels in our crown – the Pioneer Register. This will be of great interest to 
those interested in family history or wanting to know more about this 
unique collection and how it can help your research.  
This register of early colonists in the state of Victoria is of great historical 
value. It contains more than 2200 forms. Initially the register captured those 
who arrived in Victoria before 21st November 1856. Later this register was 
broadened to become the ‘Historical Register of Persons Who arrived or 
were born in Victoria before 1900, and/or their descendants’. 

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/education
https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/rhsv-events/
https://www.historyvictoria.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/History-News-Oct-2021-Digital.pdf
https://change-the-world.heysummit.com/
https://email.ourcommunity.com.au/t/r-l-trvdue-ouluyyujlu-r/
https://email.ourcommunity.com.au/t/r-l-trvdue-ouluyyujlu-j/


  

Respect Victoria 
Respect Victoria partners with Domestic Violence Victoria and the Domestic Violence Resource Centre Victoria  
(DV Vic/DVRCV) for this year’s 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Based Violence. Each year, Respect Victoria runs 
and supports a number of initiatives during the 16 Days of Activism in November and December, with a focus on 
encouraging community conversation and action on preventing violence against women and family violence. This year, 
Respect Victoria has awarded funding to DV Vic/DVRCV to support community activities across the state, with the aim 
of reaching diverse Victorian audiences. DV Vic will partner with the Municipal Association of Victoria, Victorian 
Council of Social Services, No to Violence, and Gender Equity Victoria through its support of Women’s Health Services 
Council on the project. Respect Victoria has also partnered with Safe Steps Family Violence Resource Centre to support 
the Walk Against Family Violence, an annual event on the first day of the 16 Days of Activism, to take a stand against 
family violence and promote the importance of prevention. The 16 Days of Activism starts on November 25, 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, until December 10, Human Rights Day. 

 Intersectional Economics: An introduction to why gender and Intersectionality matter for 
women’s economic security provides an understanding of Intersectional, feminist approaches to financial capability 
and economic security, while identifying the systemic barriers that impact a diverse range of women, and effect their 
financial wellbeing. This training is aimed at community services, family violence professionals, women’s health 

workers and financial capability/services workers.  This is a free workshop. 
Book your free ticket for the training on Wednesday 20 October. 9:30am-12:30pm 

 

 

  

Children's Week is a national celebration that will run from Saturday 23 October to Sunday 31 October 2021, 
with thousands of Victorian children taking part in the festivities. The theme for Children's Week 2020-21 is 
Children have the right to choose their friends and safely connect with others, drawn from Article 15 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.  Information:  Children's Week (education.vic.gov.au) 
During Children's Week, local councils, not-for-profit organisations, schools and early childhood services organise 
open days, displays, special events, virtual spaces and online-based activities. These celebrate childhood and 
showcase children's achievements. All Children's Week events are free to families with children aged from birth to 
12 years. This is a great opportunity for Victorian families to enjoy fun, engaging and educational experiences. 
 

Geelong Gallery, 55 Little Malop St, Geelong VIC 

The Gallery is presenting this work as part of a group of works by 
artists reinterpreting McCubbin’s paintings, highlighting some of the 
diversity and complexity of 21st Century life.  
In this painting the man has been removed, focussing on the woman as 
the pioneer. “We’re much more understanding of the contribution of 
women to making a home and settling land.” Anne Zahalka.  

Exhume the Grave Exhibition until November 28. 
 
Exhibition: Archie 100: A Century of the Archibald Prize 

Saturday 6 November 2021 to Sunday 20 February 2022 

A wonderful new book on women’s health. 
This book is by Professor Cassandra Szoeke, one of our new members!   
It is available from: 
 
https://melbourne-university-
publishing.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/55c/581/374/55c581374325295606061
8adb919c23f36768f57/secrets-of-womens-healthy-ageing-paperback-
softback20210630-4-1lqnpjx.jpeg 

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=1f3859d4-40a36021-1f3a0a6e-8619a9487d66-18c3a88a3ce233cc&q=1&e=83816b90-97c2-4401-9cc5-c8381f025eb0&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwire.us13.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D065748101bd6ea1ea3c4fa854%26id%3Deb9ee9ba33%26e%3D8d75278f86
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/events/Pages/childrensweek.aspx
https://melbourne-university-publishing.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/55c/581/374/55c5813743252956060618adb919c23f36768f57/secrets-of-womens-healthy-ageing-paperback-softback20210630-4-1lqnpjx.jpeg
https://melbourne-university-publishing.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/55c/581/374/55c5813743252956060618adb919c23f36768f57/secrets-of-womens-healthy-ageing-paperback-softback20210630-4-1lqnpjx.jpeg
https://melbourne-university-publishing.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/55c/581/374/55c5813743252956060618adb919c23f36768f57/secrets-of-womens-healthy-ageing-paperback-softback20210630-4-1lqnpjx.jpeg
https://melbourne-university-publishing.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/55c/581/374/55c5813743252956060618adb919c23f36768f57/secrets-of-womens-healthy-ageing-paperback-softback20210630-4-1lqnpjx.jpeg


     

 

 
NCWV – 120th Anniversary Celebrations in 2022 
2022 promises to be a special year celebrating the 120th anniversary of our inauguration in 
1902.  
The four original affiliates who met on 19 March 1902 were  

• the Austral Salon of Music, Literature and the Arts;  

• the Melbourne Jewish Women’s Guild;  

• the Young Women’s Christian Association – Y.W.C.A; and 

• the Women’s Christian Temperance Union – WCTU. 
 

 

 
Our Purposes: to provide a non-party political, non-sectarian, not-for-profit, umbrella organisation 

with broadly humanitarian and educational objectives, empowering women and girls; raising 
awareness of gender equality; act as a voice on issues and concerns of women and girls at State level; 

develop polices and responses on behalf of women and girls on a State-wide basis; maintain and 
strengthen the Association’s relationship with all members; link with women in Australia and 

International Council of Women through the National Council of Women of Australia and contribute 
to the implementation of their plans of action and policies. 

Our motto:  The Preamble to the original ICW Constitution said “We, women of all Nations, in the 
conviction that the good of humanity will be best advanced by greater unity of thought, sympathy and 
purpose, and that an organised movement will serve to promote the highest good of the family and of 

the Nation, do hereby band ourselves together in a federation of women of all races, nations and 
creeds, to further the application of the Golden Rule to society, custom and law: Do unto others as you 

would have them do unto you.” 
 

 

NCWV Dates for 2021 – venue or online to be confirmed 

October: Monday 11th:  Standing Committee Meeting, 4:30-6:00pm via ZOOM 

Thursday 21st:  Committee Meeting, via ZOOM 

November: Thursday 4th:   Council Meeting, 5:15-7:15pm. NOTE late time  ZOOM 

Monday 8th  My Vote My Voice, Parliament of Victoria, 9:00am-12:30pm 

Thursday 18th: Committee Meeting, RHSV, A’Beckett St 

Tuesday 23rd:  Annual Festive Luncheon, 12:00pm, William Angliss Restaurant 

NCWA Triennial Conference Due to COVID restrictions and uncertainty, this has been postponed until 2022  


